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Local dignitaries were present to offer their congratulations and major donations were made by the Royal Bank ($1,500) and CanAmera Foods who donated a year's supply of canola oil and margarine.

The Oasis Centre is run by local volunteers, who spend countless hours helping to improve the lives of the participants. The Board expressed their appreciation to the volunteers who are a major factor in the centre's success.

The Oasis Centre receives grant money from Social Services to help run the collective kitchen, and the Health Authority provides some money towards rent. The rest of the funding is provided by donations. 

They also receive $1,200 from Donor's Choice; Saskatchewan Environment donates meat; and people from the community donate vegetables in the fall.

The idea for the Oasis Centre was brought forth originally by locals, Lyle Adderly and MaryLou Hamilton. 

Adderly, Nipawin's community mental health nurse wanted to create a social and recreational program for his clients. Hamilton, was working on her Bachelor of Social Work degree, which required a three-month practicum. When Hamilton heard of Adderly's need, the two of them came together, and after months of assessing and planning the Oasis Centre came into being.

It started out as a drop-in centre for people with mental illnesses, but soon after, incorporated a collective kitchen that serves at risk, low income and single parent families.

Last year, a youth kitchen program was started. The youth kitchen included seven girls aged 10 to 13. The girls were picked up after school, made their supper, ate it and cleaned up afterwards. After supper, they often had time to do their homework. The youth kitchen ran from the first Wednesday in March to the last Wednesday in May, and was well attended.

The youth kitchen was such a success that this year there are three youth kitchens operating, two for girls and one for boys.

"It was started by some professional people, and it was our hope that the community would take it over and own it. With the turn out here today, you can see it is happening, the Nipawin community has put a lot into the Oasis Centre," Adderly commented. "It means a lot to our people too that their own community has accepted them. Often people in the Centre are people that have been rejected by other places."

The volunteers and participants of the Nipawin Oasis Centre say it truly is an oasis, a place where everyone is treated as an equal and no one is stigmatized.

